Will of Henry Grueber

In the name of God Amen I Henry Grueber of Sloane Street in the parish of Chelsea in the County of Middlesex being of sound disposition of mind and in perfect health of body reminded of the uncertain duration of mans life and willing to transmit to my family relations and friends fairly and indisputably such worldly possessions as it hath pleased Providence to endow upon me. To now make this and revoke all other wills by me herebefore made and do declare this to be by last will and testament made in form and substance as follows viz. I constitute and appoint Mr Robert Hains of Aldersgate Street London Tobacconist my son Stephen Henry Grueber of Coleman Street London as Executors and wife Ann Grueber Executrix of this my last Will and Testament requesting them first to pay all my just debts demands funeral and testamentary expenses and then I give and bequeath the following legacies. I give and bequeath to Mr John Nash of Wokingham  in the County of Berk the sum of One thousand pounds three per cent South Sea Annuities. I give and bequeath unto my friend Robert Hains of Aldersgate Street aforesaid the sum of eight hundred pounds three per cent South Sea Annuities. Likewise to Infield Hains wife of the said Robert Hains the sum of two hundred pounds South Sea Annuities to and for her own use and benefit absolutely independent of her present or any future husband whom she may at any time hereafter marry and free from his and their debts control and engagements and for which her receipt allowed shall be a good and sufficient discharge not withstanding her coverture. To John Hains son of the said Robert and Infield Hains the sum of one hundred pounds South Sea Annuities. To Parton Hains likewise son of the said Robert and Infield Hains the like sum of one hundred pounds South Sea Annuities. To Infield Hains daudhter of the said Robert and Infield Hains the like sum of one hundred pounds South Sea Annuities. Likewise I bequeath unto the two Charity Schools of the town of Faversham in the County of Kent viz. (boys and girls school) to be transferred into the names of the trustees or commissioners in trust for the said two Charity Schools the sum of four hundred pounds three per cent South Sea Annuities the interest to be compounded annually and equally on the foresaid two Charity Schools. Also I give and bequeath the sum of two hundred pounds South Sea Annuities to the six widowed residing in the six almshouses in Preston Street Faversham to be transferred into the names of the Mayor ….and commonalty of the said town of Faversham. In trust that they pay or raise to be paid the interest of the said sum of two hundred pounds South Sea Annuities half equally to each widow/five shillings/ Likewise I give and bequeath unto the Charity Schools of the town of Chelsea in the County of Middlesex the sum of fifty pounds three per cent South Sea Annuities to be transferred into the names of the trustees or commissioners for the said Charity Schools and to be expounded on the said schools as they shall think proper. Also I give and bequeath to Mrs Hannah Fortmom late wife to my brother Nicholas Grueber but now married to Mr Fortnom of Henley upon Thames the sum of one hundred pounds South Sea Annuities to and for her own use and benefit absolutely independent of her present or any future husband whom she may at any time hereafter marry and free from his and their debts control and engagements and for which her receipt shall be a good and sufficient discharge not withstanding her coverture.  Also I give and bequeath to Miss  Lydia Marsh formerly an intimate companion to my late sister Parton the sum of fifty pounds South Sea Annuities. Likewise I give and bequeath to Charlotte Top having lived servant  with me many years the sum of fifty pounds South Sea Annuities provided she is living with me at the time of my decease. I give and bequeath to my wife Ann Grueber the interest and dividends of and arising from the sum of eight thousand pounds four per cent Consolidated Bank Annuities and the rents and profits of my house n( 88 in Great Sloane Street and the use of all my furniture plate linen and books during the time of her natural life and after her decease I give the said sum of eight thousand pounds four per cent Consolidated Bank Annuities and my said dwelling house furniture plate linen and books unto my son Stephen Henry Grueber his executors …….and …..Also I give and bequeath unto my said wife Ann Grueber after paying the before mentioned legacies in the South Sea Annuities and in the five per cent …..hereinafter mentioned the interest and dividends of and arising from all the remaining stock or annuities standing in my name in the three per cent  Consolidated Bank Annuities and in the three per cent …annuities during her natural life and after her decease I give and bequeath the said interest and dividends to my son Stephen Henry Grueber during his natural life and after his decease I give and bequeath the capital sums of money from whom such interest and dividends shall arise to the legitimate elude or children of my son Stephen Henry Grueber to equally divide amongst them shared and share alike. Further I give and bequeath unto Mary Grueber wife of my son Stephen Henry Grueber the sum of five hundred pounds in the ….five per cent as a reminiscence to and for her own use and benefit absolutely independent of her present or any future husband whom she may at any time hereafter marry and free from his and their debts control and engagements and for which her receipt shall be a good and sufficient discharge notwithstanding her coverture. Finally all the remaining stock or whatever fund or funds it may be found English or Foreign standing in my name at the time of my decease also all bonds bills notes of hand pounds…annuities or other possessions not before disposed of I give and bequeath unto my son Stephen Henry Grueber and as to whatever ready money at my decease may be found at my banks or elsewhere I give such part of it as will pay all my debts funeral expenses and the small legacies not before provided for that purpose. The remainer I give unto my wife Ann Grueber but should thou not be sufficient to discharge all my debts funeral expenses testamentary expenses and small legacies then my will is that my said wife Ann Grueber do pay and discharge the same out of the interest arising from the stock or annuities in the public funds bequeathed unto her as before writed. And lastly it is my will and desire that all the legacies may be paid and all my expenses settled within six calendar months after my decease then having provided for my earthly expenses it only remains for me unforgivedly and heartly to thank Almighty God for all memories vouchsafed unto me in this life to ask of him pardon and forgiveness of all my sins and whenever it shall be his pleasure to take me out of this world I implore his all powerful aid to make me a partaker of the Kingdom of Heaven and this I hope for through the merits and intru…..of Jesus Christ 

In Witness whom of I the said testator to this my last will and testament  maintain in this and the three preceding sheets of paper have to the first three of oath sheets of my hand and to this last my hand and seal this twenty second day of August one thousand eight hundred and five Henry Grueber signed sealed published and detained by the said Henry Grueber the testator as and for his last will and testament in the presence of us who at his request have put our names as witnesses hereto Wm Wingfield John Street Golden Square  E Bacol Clerk to the above named W Wingfield

This is a Codical to be added to and taken as part of the last will and testament of me Henry Gruber of Sloane Street in the Paish of Saint Luke Chelsea in the County of Middlesex Esquire whereas I have advanced and paid into the hands of my son Stephen Henry Grueber several sums of money amounting in the whole to the sum of ten thousand pounds upon certain conditions unconditioned in articles of Agreement bearing date the second day of March one thousand eight hundred and seven where unto reference may be had now I do by this codicil to my said will have the interest of the said ten thousand pounds to be paid quarterly to my wife Ann Grueber likewise the profits or gains on the said capital to be paid agreeable to the said articles to my said wife during her life or first time of five years but in case of her death before that time I then bequeath the interest and profits to be produced from my said capital of ten thousand pounds to my son Stephen Henry Grueber until the expiration of the aforesaid time of five years that said first time of five years being … and … I will and desire my executors may within six months afterwards lay out such a sum of money out of the said ten thousand pounds as will purchase the sum of five thousand pounds in the five per cent console for the sole benefit of my grandson Henry Grueber in  ….of his bearing my name in trust to remain there both principal and interest namely at compound interest to accumulate until he is twenty one years of age. I likewise will after the said time of five years is expired and within six months after the expiration thereof that my executors do pay unto my friend Robert Hains and of my executors the sum of five hundred pounds sterling out of the said ten thousand pounds. In case of his death I desire the said sum may be paid to his widow Mrs Infield Hains and in case of both their deaths I desire the said sum of five hundred pounds may be paid equally share and shared alike to John and Parton Hains sons of the said Robert  and Infield Hains or to the one that shall at that time be the survivor. The residue of the said ten thousand pounds I then give to my said son Stephen Henry Grueber for his own use and benefit absolutely but in the event of time should my wife be living at the expiration of the first time of five years of the said copartnership I then request and desire that the said capital sum of ten thousand pounds may remain in the ….and the interest and profit thereof be appropriated as before directed to the use of my wife during her life and after her death and within six months after that event I will and bequeath the said capital or sum of ten thousand pounds to be disposed of in the same manner as before disposed in case my wife had died before the expiration of the said first time of five years provided also that in case my wife should be living at the expiration of the first time of five years and the second time of five years now making altogether the sum of ten years at the end or expiration of which by …of time the partnership will be dissolved. I desire the said capital of ten thousand pounds may be laid out in the three per cent …the interest  of which I …to be applied to the sole use of my wife during her life and after her death to be applied as before mentioned in case my wife has died before the expiration of the first and second ….making together ten years. I likewise desire that the interest of all Bonds Notes of Hand and other such like S…..may be paid up to the next  quarter after my death to my said wife after that time all Bonds Notes of Hand and other such like …shall become the property of my said son Stephen Henry Grueber both principal as well as interest in ….. whereof I the said Henry Grueber the testator have to this my codical contained in three sheets of paper to the first sheet thereof subscribed my name and to the second and the last sheet thereof my hand and seal the Seventh day of April in the year of our Lord One thousand Eight Hundred and nine. (signed by) Henry Grueber Signed sealed  and delivered by the said Testator as and for a Codicil  to his last Will and Testamont in the presence of us who in his presence at his request and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as Witnesses thereto. (signed by) Robert Smith Sloane Street and Wm Wingfield John Street Golden Square 

This Will was proved at London with a Codicil on the first Day of July in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and nine before the Worshipful Thomas Edwards Doctor of Law and Surrogate of the Right Honorable Sir John Drisholl Knight also Doctor of Law Master ….or Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury lawfully constituted by the Oaths of Robert Hains Stephen Henry Grueber the Sona nd Ann Grueber Widow the Relict of the Deceased the Executors named in the said Will to whom Administration was granted of all and singular the Goods Chatels and Credits of the said deceased they having been first sworn only to administer.

