Will of Stephen Henry Grueber

In the Supreme Court of Tasmania. Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction

Be it Known unto all men by these presents that on the seventh day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and six the last Will and Testament with five codicils thereto of Stephen Henry Grueber late of Ormley near Fingal in Tasmania Gentleman deceased who died at Ormley aforesaid on or about the first day of June one thousand nine hundred and six (a true copy of which Will, with five codicils thereto is hereunto annexed) was exhibited and proved before this Honorable Court and that administration of all and singular the goods chattels rights credits and effects of the said deceased within the State of Tasmania and the Dependencies thereof in the Commonwealth of Australia was and is hereby committed to Thomas Alfred Spencer of Hobart in Tasmania Accountant in the said Will erroneously called “Alfred Spencer” the sole executor in the said Will named. He the said Thomas Alfred Spencer having been first sworn well and truly to perform the said Will by paying first the debts of the said deceased and then the legacies therein bequeathed so far as the Estate shall thereunto extend and the law bind him. And to make and exhibit unto this Honorable Court a true and perfect inventory of all and every the lands goods chattels rights credits and effects of the said deceased on or before the seventh day of June now next ensuing and to render a just and true account of his executorship when he shall be lawfully called thereunto. And further that he believes the lands goods chattels rights credits and effects of the said deceased at the time of his death did not exceed in value the sum of Three hundred and seventy seven pounds in the said State of Tasmania and the Dependencies thereof in the said Commonwealth. 

Given under my hand and the Seal of the Supreme Court of Tasmania this eleventh day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seven.

(Seal of the Supreme Court of Tasmania affixed)

By the Court – Philip S Seager – Registrar

This is the Last Will and Testament of Stephen Henry Grueber of Ormley Fingal Tasmania. I hereby give devise and bequeath to my Wife Elizabeth Grueber her heirs executors and administrators or her and their own use and benefit absolutely and for ever all my estate and effects both real and personal whatsoever and wheresoever and of what nature and quality soever and I hereby appoint her, the said Elizabeth Grueber sole executrix of this my Will. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this Fourteenth (14th) February 1884 one thousand eight hundred and eighty four. (Stephen H Grueber) Signed by the said Stephen Henry Grueber in the presence of us, present at the same time who in his presence and in the presence of each other attest and subscribe our names as Witnesses hereto (Thomas Hoskins J.P. Fingal    John Smith Fingal)

The only alteration I wish to make in this my Will consequent on the death of my wife Elizabeth Grueber is the appointment in her stead of my son Stephen Henry Grueber of Ormley as the sole executor of this my Will. Dated at Ormley this (14th) fourteenth day of July (1891) one thousand eight hundred and ninety one. (Stephen H Grueber.    Thomas Hoskins J.P.   L.T Tarleton Clerk in Holy Orders) Witnesses

This is a Codicil to my last Will and Testament, bearing date the twenty fifth day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety three and I direct it may be taken as part thereof. I give devise and bequeath to my daughters Mary Spencer £150 one hundred and fifty pounds Helen Cotton £150 one hundred and fifty pounds. Isabel Grueber £25 twenty five pounds my granddaughter. Constance Fletcher £25 twenty five pounds a connexion and friend. Francis Grueber £55.10.0 fifty five pounds ten shillings my youngest son. Stephen Henry Grueber my eldest son a free gift of the loan made to him in 1888 viz £137. Rect(?) for same herewith also allotment of land in Fingal title deeds of which are with Charles Elliston Solicitor Hobart. Also my four eldest children their respective shares of their mothers legacy accruing at their Uncle Charles Gruebers death due by his executors Stephen and Herbert Grueber also any balance in Hobart or Launceston Savings Bank or Bank of Australasia Fingal after payment of above legacies to my daughter Mary Spencer. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this twenty fifth day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety three.    (Stephen H. Grueber)

Signed by the said Stephen Henry Grueber in the presence of us present at the same time who in his presence and in the presence of each other attest and subscribe our names as witnesses hereto   (Wm. Headlam.   James Grueber)

Codicil No 1. B   It will be seen by the correspondence with the Secretary of the Widows Insurance Society of which my daughter Mary has a copy how from my inability to pay more than the 14 premiums in cash amounting to £266.14/- and how the 5 premiums paid out of surrender value and accrued bonuses with interest have eaten up all of the £200 originally insured for by which I was compelled to accept and surrender value as they chose to offer me thus preventing my paying the legacies in full named in my will. All therefore I have to leave now is the balance in the 2 savings banks. This after paying my son Frank his sixth share of his mothers legacy £333 the balance of which was admitted £111 amounting to £55.10. I now will shall be divided between my two daughters Helen Cotton and Mary Spencer in such proportions as they may agree upon.  Signed Stephen H. Grueber.

Witness Wm Headlam. Elsie M Collins Ormley 10th February 1904.

Codicil No 2. C.  In consequence of the decease of my son and executor under my will Stephen Henry Grueber an alteration and addition has now become necessary. I now in the place of my son Stephen Henry Grueber appoint my Grandson Alfred Spencer my executor and the allotment of land in Fingal originally bequeathed to my son S.H. Grueber. I now bequeath to my daughter Mary Elizabeth Spencer.

Stephen H. Grueber (L.S.) Witness Wm Headlam. Elsie M Collins. Ormley 30th June 1904.

Codicil No 3. D.  I should not wish any change be made in Hannah’s lifetime but after her decease and the property changes hands I will that the following additions to my Will be made. In that Will I had left the allotment in Fingal and the debt of £137 of which rect(?) is attached to my son Stephen. Consequent on the death of my son I now will that the £137 be given to my daughter Mary Elizabeth Spencer that she pay out of it to my grand daughter Isabel twenty five pounds and to Maude Reynolds and Elsie Collins ten pounds each they having been daughters to me. Also that cash pictures books and any other effects my property (unless otherwise marked) be given to my daughter Mary Elizabeth Spencer to be distributed amongst the members of my family as she may think right. The family silver salver will of course descend to my son Tom and failing him to my son Charles.

Stephen Grueber (L.S.) Witness T.A. Spencer. Elsie M. Collins. Ormley 30th August 1904.

